IN THE STEPS OF A LEGEND ...

Waldemar Fydrych, known also by his nom
de guerre as Major, is a famous Polish
happening artist and painter known for his
iconic dwarf images. He began painting
them as early as in 1982, first on the walls of
the main Polish cities over the paint spots
covering anti-regime slogans. Those images
had made a resounding echo in the Polish
society as result of which similar dwarfs were
subsequently widely reproduced by his
followers. This led to Major's creating a
legendary artistic and opposition movement
deeplyrootedin Dadaand Surrealism known
as Orange Alternative.

The Orange Alternative was opposing the
military regime in a peaceful manner through
the use of absurd humor and artistic
happenings organized in many Polish cities.
Several of the Orange Alternative’s
‘happenings’ involved people wearing
orange hats, like those worn by the dwarfs in
Fydrych’s graffiti. Because of that, those who
took part in his ‘happenings’ were often
referred to as 'dwarfs.'

In 1986, when Major created the Orange
Alternative, the ideological backbone of this
new cultural movement consisted of his
“Manifesto of Socialist Surrealism” in which
Fydrych described « the Dialectic Art of
Synthesis » according to which the anti-
regime slogan was the Thesis, the paint spot
covering it — the Antithesis and the Dwarf
which came on top — the Synthesis.

For contemporary art experts such as the US
art historian Brad Finger, “Major” is
considered to be one of the world’s foremost
representatives of Surrealism. In Finger’s
book "Surrealism - 50 Works of Art You
Should Know" (published in 2013 by Prestel
Publishing /London UK) his dwarf graffiti is
featured along with works of such grand
artists as Artaud, Duchamp, Bunuel, Dali
and Picasso.

Viewing Major’'s current paintings, one
therefore always should bear in mind all the
initial  philosophical concept which lies
behind these naive and colorful figures
animated on canvas by their magic and
excentric creator. One must not forget that
they are organically and conceptually tied to
the very chain of dwarf graffiti painted on
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WALDEMAR ,MAJOR” FYDRYCH was
born on April 8" 1953 in Torun as Zodiac
Aries. He is a graduate of History and Art
History from the University of Wroclaw in
Poland. Fydrych began his independent
public activity in the 1970s. In 2012 he
received PhD degree from the Academy of
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Dwarf from Madalinskiego Street in
Warsaw - Inspiration
Acrylic on canvas

Krasnal z Madalinskiego w Warszawie -

Inspiracja
Akryl na ptétnie

ED AN EETENNEA - R
AR R IRA

60 x 70 cm, 1982/2016. Ref No: 1A, 1B, 1C

Dwarf from People's Army
Street

Acrylic on canvas

Krasnal z ul. Armii Ludowej
Akryl na ptotnie

AREHZIEAN
AR R I

60 x 70 cm, 1982/2017. Ref No: 2



Yellow Dwarf from Madalinskiego

Street in Warsaw
Acrylic on canvas

Zé6lty Krasnal z ul. Madaliriskiego

w Warszawie
Akryl na ptétnie

ELDAMREEERBRN/IMEA
AIFER R IR

80 x 100 cm, 1982/2017. Ref No: 3

Freedom Dwarf with a Bird
Acrylic on canvas

Krasnal Wolnosci z Ptakiem
Akryl na ptétnie

BHZIMEASE
RIEEL R IR

80 x 100 cm, 1982/2015. Ref No: 4



General Jaruzelski - the Dragon of
the Wawel Castle

Acrylic on canvas

Jaruzelski - Smok Wawelski
Akryl na ptétnie

EETHERE-RUNXESRE

RWEZR
AIHEE RN

60 x 79 cm, 1982/2016. Ref No: 5

Dwarf and his animal inventory
Acrylic on canvas

Krasnal z inwentarzem
Akryl na ptétnie

MERAREES
FfHEE RN

60 x 70 cm, 2018. Ref No: 6



Dwarf on a farm
Acrylic on canvas

Krasnal na zagrodzie
Akryl na ptétnie

FEFZIVEA
B RN

60 x70cm, 2015. Ref No: 7

The Family

Acrylic on canvas

Rodzina
Akryl na ptétnie

RE
B RN

60 x 70 cm, 2017. Ref No: 8



Birds

Acrylic on canvas

Ptaki
Akryl na ptétnie

5,
RHE RN

60x70cm,2017. Ref No: 9

Bunny
Acrylic on canvas

Kréliczek
Akryl na ptétnie

IN=):
VB R R 75

60 x 70 cm, 2017. Ref No: 10



Shaman
Acrylic on canvas

Szaman
Akryl na ptétnie

LIS
N RIS

60 x70cm, 2017. Ref No: 11

Goodfellows
Acrylic on canvas

Kumple
Akryl na ptétnie

#a
B RN

80 x 100 cm, 2016. Ref No: 12



On the attack
Acrylic on canvas

W ataku
Akryl na ptétnie

I
FfHER RN

100 x 120 cm, 2018. Ref No: 13

Dwarf on a scooter
Acrylic on canvas

Krasnal na hulajnodze
Akryl na ptétnie

BEERFEEA
ANHEE RN

100 x 120 cm, 2017. Ref No: 14
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Borderlands
Acrylic on canvas

Kresy
Akryl na ptétnie

ERUX
B RN

100 x 120 cm, 2018. Ref No: 15

Editorial Board

Acrylic on canvas

Redakcja
Akryl na ptétnie

YmeEE
ANHEE RN

54 x 73 cm, 2010. Ref No: 16



Trumpeters
Acrylic on canvas

Trebacze
Akryl na ptétnie

E=)
FfHER RN

50 x 70 cm, 2018. Ref No: 17

Moral battles
Acrylic on canvas

Bitwy Moralne
Akryl na ptétnie

BRZE&R
TR RIS

80 x 90 cm, 2016. Ref No: 18
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g Price Listing for Waldemar "Major" Fydrych's Art
e o
Q . Reference . . . C L
CN) 2 number Title Dimensions Date Price in USD Price in Euro
© o < :
3 N o 20-copy series -“Dwarf from
i o B 1A Madalinskiego Street” - author’s copy 60 x 70 1982/2016 2700 1300
b ﬁ S of the original graffiti, last copy
o« 3\
o @ - . . _
23 N, £ 1B,1c | Dwarf from Madalinskiego Street 60 x 70 1082/2017 2700 2500
c Qac o inspiration
28 o5 BE 2
£5 © o & -§ S 2 People’s Army Dwarf 60x 70 1982/2017 2700 2500
\ © x
o g Wa o
o g N E < R 3 Yellow Dwarf from Madalinskiego 80 x 100 1982/2017 3700 3400
oL asx RE o
4 Freedom Dwarf 80 x 100 1982/2015 3700 3400
General Jaruzelski the Dragon of the
5 Wawel Castle 60 x 70 2016 2400 2200
6 Dwarf and his animal inventory 60 x 70 2015 2300 2100
7 Dwarf on a farm 60 x 70 2015 2300 2100
8 The family 60 x 70 2017 2100 1900
¥ 9 Birds 60 x 70 2017 2100 1900
.
ps
22 10 Bunny 60 x 70 2017 2100 1900
33
P B 11 Shaman 60 x 70 2017 2100 1900
S
;A o
o o 12 Goodfellows 80 x 100 2016 2700 2500
%
5%
A% 2 13 On the attack 100 x 120 2018 3100 2800
14 Dwarf on a scooter 100 x 120 2017 3500 3200
15 Borderlands 100 x 120 2018 3700 3400
16 Editorial board 54 x 73 2010 2300 2100
17 Trumpeters 50x 70 2018 2100 1900
18 Moral battles 80 x 90 2016 3000 2700
Museum clients only
19 Triptic: Crossing the Red Sea (80x120) x3 2015 22000 20000
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